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_New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Figh, Wildlife & Marine Resources

MNaw York Natural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, Albany, New York 12233-4757

Phone: (518) 402.8935 « FAX: (618) 402.8926
Website: www.dec.stele.ny.us
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March 19, 2007

Robert G Torgersen
Landscape Architecture
3 Main Drive

Nanuet, NY 10954

Dear Mr. Torgerscn:

In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage
Program databases with respect to an Environmental Agscgsment for the proposed Cornwall
Commaons Project, site as indicated onl the map you provided, located in the Town of Cornwall,

Qrange County.

Enclosed is & report of xaye or state-listed animals and plants, significant natural
communities, and other significant habitats, which our databases indicate occur, or may
oceur, on youT site or in the immediate vicinity of your site. The information

contained in this report is consideted gensitive and should not be released to the public
without permission from the New York Natural Heritage Program,

This project location is adjacent to a designated Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife
Habitat, This habitat is part of New York State’s Coastal Management Progran (CMP), which is
administered by the NYS Department of State (DOS). Projects which may impact the habitat are
reviewed by DOS for consistency with the CMP. For more information regarding this designated
habitat and applicable consistency review requirements, please contact:

Jeff Zappieri or Vance Barr - (518) 474-6000

NYS Department of State

Division of Coastal Resources and Waterfront Revitalization
41 State Street, Albany, NY 12231

- Y The presence of the plants and animals identified in the enclosed report may result in this
project requixing additional review or permit conditions, or review, For further guidance, and for
information regarding permits that may be required under state law for regulated areas or
activities (c.g., regulated wetlands), pleasc contact the appropriate NYS DEC Regional Office,
Division of Environmental Permits, at the enclogsed address. -
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Por most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted; the enclosed report
only includes records from our datsbases. We cannot provide a definitive statement on the
. presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or significant natural communities. This
information should NOT be substituted for on-site surveys that may be required for

environmerital impact assessment.

_ Our databases are continually grdwing.as recoxds are added and updated. If this proposed
project ia still under development one year from now, we recomumend that you contact us again
so that we may update this response with the most current information.

Sincerely,

Lesome
ToesSe i

Information Services
NY Natural Heritage Program

Encs.

cc:  Reg 3, Wildlife Mgr.
Reg. 3, Fisheries Mgr.
Peter Nye, Endangered Species Unit, Albany
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Natural Herlfage Report on Rare Species and Eeological Communities /B
) : ' NY Natural Hesilage Program, NYS DEG, 628 Broadway, 5th Floor, N
Albany, NY 12233-4787
(518) 402-8935

HISTORICAL RECORDS

The following plants and animals ware documented in the vicinity of the project site st one time, but have not been decumented

there ginge 1979 or earller.
There is no recent information an
unknown. in most cases the prec

_thase p!ants and animals in the vicinity of the project site and thelr current status there is
ise location of the plant or animal in this vicinity at the ime it was last documented is also

unknown. .
If appropriate habitat for these plants or animals is present in the vicinity of the project site, it is possible that they may still occur
{hers. :
Natural Heritage Report on Rare Species and Ecologival Communities @
VASCULAR PLANTS
Bidens hyperbores var. hyperhorea .
Office Use
Estuary NY Legal Status; Endangered NY& Rank: §1 - Critically [mperiled 7128
Beggartioks .
Federal Listing: Global Rank: G4T2T4 - Imperiled
Last Report:  1936.08.27 ~ EORank:  Historical, no recent
information
County: Orange
Townt Cornwall, New Windsor
Location: Moodna Creek Mauth
) Directions: Moodna Creek {ldat mud flats, Cornwall.
Genera) Quality Freshwater fidal mud flats.
"and Habltat: .

1 Records Processed
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) | Natural Heritage Report on Rare Species and Ecological Communities

NY Naturai Heritage Program, NYS DEC, 626 Broadway, 6th Floor,
Alhany, NY 122334757
(518) 402-8025

~Thiz raport containg BENSITIVE Infarmation that sh

~Refer to the Ussre Guide for explanations of cades, ranks and figids.

-1 oeation maps for cartain species and communitias may not be provided 1) ifthe spa
precisely known, 3)'if the Jocalion andfor extent is loo large to display, and/or 4) if the a

)

ould 1ot be Teleased to the public without permission from the NY Natural Heritage Progrnm.'

cies iE vulnerable lo disturbance, 2) I the localion and/or extent is not
nimal Is fistad as Endangered or Threatenied by New York Siate.

natural Heritage Report on Rare Speales and Ecological Communities

BIRDS .
Hallaoelus Jeucocephaius A
' ‘ Dffice Use
Bald Eagle NY Legal Status: Threalened NYS Rank: §2838,52N - Imperiled 10395
' Foderal Listing: Threatened : Globa) Rank: G5 - Demonstrably secure |
Last Report; -~ EQ Rank: * ESU
County: Orange USFWS
Town: GCornwall, New Windsor
Location! At, or 1 ihe vicinity of, the praject sils.
Directions: o

Gonoral Quality **For information on the population at this Incaticn and mansgement considerations, please contacl

the NYS DEC Reglona! Wildlife Manager for the Reglon where tha projset is located, o7 the NYS

March 12, 2007

and Hahbitat:
DEC Endangered Species Unit at 518-402-8850,
Ixobrychus exilis ' _
) . Office Use
jionst Bitern . NY Legal Status; Threatoned NYS Rank:  S3B,S1N- Vuinerable 8403
Federal Listing: Global Rank: G5 - Demonsirably secure
Last Repost:  ** : EOQORank: * ESU
County: Orange
Town: Cornwall, New Windsor
Location: AL, or In the vicinity of, the project sile,
Directlons! "
General Quallty **For Information on the population at this location and managemant cansiderations, please contact
and Habitat: the NY8 DEC Regional Wildiife Manager for the Reglon whera the project (s located, or the NYS
DEC Endangered Spacivs Unit at 618-402-88589.
COMMUNITIES

Page 1 of3



@3-29-'@7 98:55 FROM-Robert G Torgersen 8456276622 T-622 PBA6 F-347
. i Natural Heritage Report on Rare Species and Ecalogical Communities w

Brackish intertidal mudfiats

This occurrence of Brackish Intertidal Mudfiats is considered significant from a statewlde perspectiva by the NY Natural Office Use
Heritage Program, Itis elther an occlirence of a communily typa that is 1ara in the state or 8 high quality example ol 2
mote common community typs, By meeting specific, documented significance crilerta, the NY Nalural Heritage Pregram
considers this pecutrence to have high ecological and conservation value.
’ NY Legal Status; Unlisted NYS Rank: 8182 59
Fedaral Listing: ‘ Global Rank; G364 -
Last Repont: 2002-07-19 EQ Rank:
County: Orange .
Town: New Windsor, Comwall
Location: Moodna Grezk Maulh
" Direstions: From the Juntlion of Route 17K and Raute W in Newburgh, follow Route 9W south for 3.1 miles

and turn soulh (laft) on Share Road. Follow Shore Road for 0.6 milg, park in a lot acrass from
Bcenic Teshnologles (300 Shore Road). Walk bagk up the road and wade into the marsh at the first
opperunity. The mudfiats occur oni the ebblide delta and along the marsh edge inside tha railroad
trestle to the north,  ~ '
General Quality This is a small eccurrence in good condition within a relatively good [andscape context. Moodna
Creek river defta mudfiate with large palches east of the railrcad tracks in the Hudson River and

and Habitat:
some smaller patches west of the ralirozd tracks adjacent the brackish tidal marshes, Upland
terrestrial communities have many invasives but offer same buffer, while the Hudson River tidal river
community abuls and overlaps this community as the malrix community.
Brackish tidal mamh :
Office Use

This occurrence of Brackish Tidal Marsh is considered significant from a statewide perspeclive by tha NY Natural Heritage
Program. itis either an occurenae of & communily lype thal is rare in the state or & high quality example of a more
common community fype. By meeting specific, documented significance eriteria, the N Nalutal Heritage Program

considers this oceurrence to have high ecological and conservation valus.
NY Lagal Status: Unlisted NYS Rank:  5384- 8492
. Federal Listing: Global Reni: G4 -

Last Report:  2002-07-18 , EO Rank:
County: Orange '
Town: Cornwall, New Windsor
Lacation: Moodna Creek Moulh

) Direttions: From the junction of Reute 17K and Rowte 8W in Newburgh, follow Route 8W south for 3.1 milss

and lurn south (left) on Shere Road, Follow Shora Road for 0.8 mile and park in a lot across from

Sosnlc Technologies (300 Shore Rogd). Walk back up the road and wade into the marsh at the firs{

opportunity.

General Quality The marsh is modarate to small.sized, in good condition within a maderate qualily Jandecape. A

and Habitat: relatively large marsh complex at the mouth of Mopdna Greek crossed by a railroad bridge at the

g rmouth and a road (Route 9W) just beyond the upsiream snd. Additional wetiand Is forested or
shrubby. Brackish Interlida! mudfials abut and interdlgitate with some of the marsh. A road, sewage
* tremtment plant, and industrial building occur at one edge, and a regidential home and mestly
second grawth forest along the other edge, Mootna Creek flows among the ‘patches and effectively
- |solates some of the patches :

FISH
Acipenser breviroatrum
Office Use
Shortnose NY Legal Status: Endangered . NYS Rank: St - Critically imperited 1001
Sturgeon
Fedaral Listing: Endangered Global Rank: | G3 - Vulnerable
Last Report: hid EO Rank; ** ) BOF
" County: Golumbla, Putnam, Rensselaer, Rockland, Orange, New York, Dulchess, Greens, Westch USFWS
Tewn: Mount Pieasant, Saugerlies, Bethlahem, City Of Renssalaer, City Of New York, Fishkill, City Of New
Location: Al, or in the vicinity of, the projact site.
Directions: w

Ganeral Quality **For Information on the population at this location and management co-nsiderations, pteése conlact
and Habitat:  the NY3 DEC Regional Wildlife Manager for the Reglon where the project is located, or the NYS
DEC Endangered Species Unit at 618-402-8850.

March 12, 2007 Page 2013
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Acipenser axyrinchus

. Office Uge

. ) Atlantic Sturgeon  NY Legal Status: Prolected NYS Rank: 81 - Critically imperiled 11464
Pederal Listing: Candidate for listing Global Rank: G3 - Vulherable
Last Raport: 1997 EQ Rank: Excellent or Good

_ County: Rockland, Dutchess, Pulham, Westchester, Orange ' USFWS

Town: New Windsor, Newburgh, Stony Point, City Of Beacon, Gornwall, Highlatids, Cortlandt, City Of Newb
Lovation: Lower Hudaon River , ‘

Directions: The fish were obsarved in the tower Hudsen River between Newburgh and Peekskill,
Geners! Quallty The rank is based on the draft element global ranking form of 1994, The fish were observed ina
and Habitat: tivar. .

OTHER
Waterfaw! Winter Concentration Area
. . ' Office Uze
NY Legal Status: Unlisted NYS Rank: 5354 - Vulnerable 1932
Foderal Listing: ) Global Rank: GNR - Not ranked S
Last Report: 1884 : EO Rank: Exiant
County: Orange .
Town: Comwall, New Windser
Lacation: Moodna Cresk Mouth
Blrections: The concentiation area is on the west side of the Hudson River, norlh of the viltage of Cornwall at
Moodna Creek mouth,
General Quality Largs, medium gradient stream with lower mile of stream In fidal range with emergent mareh and
and Habitat:  wooded {slands and tldal flatl,
Anadromous Fish Concentration Area. .
. . Oifice Use

NY Legal Status; Unlisted : NYS Rank: 53 - Vulnerabla Q887
Federal Listing: Global Rank: GNR - Not ranked s

;o Last Report: 1es87 EO Rank: BExant

. ) County: Orange

© Town: New Windsor, Cornwall

Location: Meoodna Greek Mouth
Direstlons: The soncentration ares is on the west side of the Hudson River, north of the village of Cornwall,

Goneral Guatity Large medium gradient stream with lowar mile of stream in ida! rangs wilh amergent marsh and
and Hahitat; woaded islands and tida! flats.

VASCULAR PLANTS
Sagittaria montevidensis var. spongiosa

. Office Use
Spongy NY Legal Status: Throatensd NYS Rank; §2 - Imperiled 9487
Arrowhead . ) _
) Feceral Listing: Global Rank: G574 ~ Apparently secure 5

l.ast Report: 1690-10-10 EQ Rank: Good or Fair

County: Orange

Town: Cornwall, New Windsor

bLoeation: Mooidna Craek Mouth

The plants occur on mudflats in the Hudson River narth of the Moodna Creek mouth and Inside the
. raiiroad tressle to the north along the marsh edge. The plants are located In mucky intertidal adges
of the mareh and on broad mudfiats.

Genaral Quality Small, localized occurrence. Small patohes of mudflals along cresk and in cova. 1986-08-22: mucky
and Habltat: interfidal adges of marsh and on broad mudliats, Assosiated species: Sapitlaria subulata and little

glam, :

Dimoctiona:

§# Records Processed

March 12, 2007 Page 3of 3
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! USERS GUIDE TO NY NATURAL HERITAGE DATA
New York Natural Herifage Program, 625 Broadway, 5" Floor, Albany, NY 12233-4757 phone: (518) 402-8935

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM: The NY Natural Heritaga Program is a parinership bstween the NYS Depariment of
Envirenmental Consarvalion (NYS DEC) and The Nature Conservancy. Our mission is to enable and enhance conservation of
rare animals, rare plants, and significant communities. We accomplish this misaion by combining lhorough fisld inventories,
goientfic analyses, expert Inlerpratation, and the most comprehensive dalabase on New York's distinctive biodiversily to defiver

the higheat quality information for natural resource planning, prmectcon, and management.

DATA SENSITIVITY: The data provided in the raport are eeologucally sensilive and should be treated in a sensiﬂve manner.
The raport is for your in-house use and should not be released, distributed or incomporated in a public document without pricr

pemission from the Natul Heritage Program,

EQ RANK: A lstier code for the quality of the occurrenca of the rare spacies or significant naiural community, based on
papulation size or erea, condition, and jandscape comext

A-E = Extant: A=Excellent, B=(3ood, C=Fair, D=Poor, E=Extant but with insufficient data to assign & rank of A-D,

F = Failed to find. Did not locate speties during a limited search, but habitat Is il there and further field work is justified.
H = Histosical. Historical ocourrence without any racant field information.

X = Extipated. Field/other data indicates element/habitat is destroyed and the slemant no lenger exists at this location.
U = Extant/Historical status uncertain,

Biank = Not assigned.

LAST REPORT: The date that the rare specles ot significant nalural community was last gbserved at this tocation, as
docurnented in the Natural Heritage databases. The format is most often YYYY-MM-DD.

NY LEGAL STATUS — Animals;
Categonies of Endangered and Threatened species are defined in New York State Environmental Conservatian Law ssction

11.0535. Endangered, Thraatenad, and Special Concern species are lisled in regulalion BNYCRR 182.5,

E.- Endnnmwd Spacies: any species which mest one of tha following criteria:
« Any nafive species in imminent danger of extirpation or exlinction in New Yark,
. Any species listed as endangered by the Unlled States Department of the Interior, a8 enumerated in the Code of
Faderal Regulaions 50 CFR 17.11, .

T - Threstened Species: any spectas which meet one of the follswing crilerta:
+ Any nalive specles likely to bacome an endangered species within the foreseeablo future in NY,
- Any spegies lisled as threatensd by the U5, Department of {he Interior, as enumereied in he Code of the Federal
Regutations b0 CFR 17,11,

SC - Special Concern Spucies: those specles which are not yot recognized as endangered or threalened, but for which
dotumantad concem exists for thelr continued waeliara in New-York, Unlike the firat two categories, specles of spaclal
concem receiva ro additionsl legal protection under Envisonmental Conservation Law seclion 110535 (Endangered and

Threatened Species).
P - Protaclecd Wildiife {defined In Environmenlts) Conservallon Law seclion 11-0103): wild game, protected wild birds, and

endangered species of wildie,
U - Unprotected (defined in Environmental Conservation Law section 11-0103): the species may be taken at any time without

limi; however a license to take may be required,
G - Game (defined In Environments) Canservalion Law seclion 11-0103): any of a variely of big geme or small game species
as stated in the Envimonmental Conservation Law,; many normally have an open seagon for at least part of the year, and

are protectad at olher times.

NY LEGAL STATUS - Plants:
- The fotiowing categoriss are defined in regulation 6NYCRR part 183.3 and apply to NYS Environmental Conservation Law seclion 9

1503,

E - Endangered Specles: listed species are thosa with:

+ 5 or Tewer extant sites, or

. fawer than 3,000 Individuals, or

« resircted to fower han 4 US.G.S. 7 4 mlnu!e topographical maps, or

» species listed as endangered by U.S. Dept. of Interior, as enumarated in Code of Federal Regulations 50 CFR 17.11,
T - Threatened: listed species are those with;

« G to fewar than 20 extant sites, or

. 1,000 to fewer than 3,000 individuals, or

» restricted to not less than 4 or more than 7 U.5.G.8. 7 and % minute topographical maps, or

- listsd a8 threatened by U.S. Department of Interlor, as enumerated in Cade of Federal Regulations &0 GFR 17.11.




